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TECHNOLOGY

LOOK FOR THE LABEL
Registered National Institute of Justice mark indicates compliance with body
armor standards
By Becky Lewis

T

he U.S. Department of Justice,
Office of Justice Programs, National
Institute of Justice (NIJ) Compliance
Testing Program (CTP) independently evaluates criminal justice professional equipment
for compliance with NIJ’s minimum performance standards, then communicates compliance status through a compliant products
list (CPL) published on www.justnet.org. As
of March 31, 2017, NIJ requires ballisticresistant body armor manufacturers who
want their equipment to appear on the list
to apply for, and receive, permission to use
the NIJ Certification Mark. Manufacturers’
use of the NIJ mark will improve criminal
justice practitioners’ ability to identify body
armor that participates in the NIJ CTP.
As of April 2017, all new production
armor produced that is listed on the CPL
should have the NIJ mark on the label.
Armors that complied with the 0101.06
standard produced prior to March 2017 may
have either the NIJ mark or the NIJ Statement of Compliance (see next paragraph) on
the label. Agencies shopping for body armor
should check to see that the products under
consideration appear on the CPL. Older
models that were tested to a previous version
of the standard may also still be available
from some vendors; these armors are not
listed on the CPL.
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In the past, manufacturers were required
to place a specifically worded statement
of compliance on all products listed on
the CPL. By creating the NIJ Mark, NIJ
established rights that provide certain legal
protections against misuse. The statement
of compliance lacked these protections and
was susceptible to manipulation. In the past,
some manufacturers created statements
very similar to the statement of compliance
that implied participation in the NIJ CTP.
Thus, some law enforcement agencies
may have mistakenly purchased non-NIJcompliant armor that did not participate
in the program, according to NIJ CTP
manager Alex Sundstrom, of the Justice
Technology Innovation Center ( JTIC).
“The NIJ mark indicates that the ballisticresistant body armor model to which it has
been applied has been determined by the
NIJ to be compliant with the current version
of the NIJ ballistic-resistant body armor
standard and meets the requirements of
the NIJ CTP,” Sundstrom says. “By placing
the NIJ mark on the armor, a manufacturer
declares that the armor was both constructed in the same manner as the original
test items evaluated by the NIJ CTP, and
assembled under the NIJ CTP’s surveillance
program, which periodically inspects and
tests production samples. Even with the

The NIJ mark.

addition of the mark, we still recommend that criminal
justice agencies go to www.policearmor.org and verify the
armor’s status by checking the NIJ CPL.”
The goal of the NIJ CTP is to provide criminal justice
practitioners with confidence that the fielded products they
use meet applicable requirements and perform as expected.
In order to achieve this goal, the NIJ CTP must both independently evaluate products and communicate the results
of those evaluations to practitioners.
When a manufacturer applies the NIJ mark to a specific
product, the manufacturer is attesting that this specific
product represents the same design and construction as
that evaluated and tested by the NIJ CTP during initial
evaluation and testing according to NIJ Standard 0101.06,
and was constructed under the oversight of the follow-up
inspection and testing (FIT) surveillance program. As part
of a manufacturer’s participation in the NIJ CTP, manufacturers must complete legal agreements and have production
labels approved before they begin placing the NIJ mark on
production units.

High tech
performance
has finally arrived
to the armor market…

Experience BOA Power X

Proper labeling
In addition to the NIJ mark, an NIJ CTP-approved label
should include a number of other elements, some of which
are listed below; manufacturers receive a more detailed list
that includes specifics on type size, label appearance, and so
on. (See the sample label accompanying this article.)
• Name, logo or other identification of listed company
(i.e., company name or brand under which a product
is labeled, listed and sold)
• Model designation as it appears on the manufacturer’s notice of compliance
• Applicable standard version
• Rated level of protection, referencing the standard
• Size (or name of individual if custom-fitted)
• Serial number
• Lot number
• Location and date of manufacture
• Date of issue (to be filled in by user)
• Length of ballistic warranty and point of contact for
warranty information
• Declaration as to whether the armor provides ballistic
protection, stab/slash protection, or both
• Clear identification of either strike face or body side
• Care instructions
For more information about the NIJ mark and the NIJ
CTP, please visit www.policearmor.org.
Becky Lewis is senior writer at the Justice Technology
Information Center (JTIC).

The ergonomic design and distinctive shape of this
ultra-flexible carrier is considered the new benchmark
for high performance body armor. The BOA Power X
features a unique configuration which allows an Officer
to make fit-adjustment through a one-handed Power
Dial System. Officers can now seamlessly adjust the
vest without having to remove their uniform shirt or
encounter bulky hook and loop straps. Designed to
provide the ultimate combination of instant adjustability,
function and fit, the BOA Power X includes several key
design features including:

• Aerospace aluminum wiring provides optimum tension, while
ensuring an unbreakable security seal on the vest

• 6” of girth adjustability to accommodate different size officers
• Dual quick release clips to allow for easy donning and doffing
• Adapts to sitting position through complete tension release
• Exceptionally durable microfiber outer shell
• Moisture wicking interior carrier lining helps keep you cool and dry
United Shield merges the latest in performance
closures with today’s best body armor.
Learn more about BOA Power X.
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